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Summer/Fall 2022

Our local youth also help out at the Baby Bird Nursery. Michael (left) and his 
brother Justin (right), both students at Oak Ridge High School, have been 
coming to the BBN as volunteers for a few years now. This season, Michael 
has also been helping with document management by uploading many of our 
paper documents into our Google workspace. 

Rowan, age 11, sold 15 dozen eggs and raised 
$74 to purchase birdseed for the Center.Twelve-year-old Vivian drew some of our animals and birds 

and sold her original artwork, raising $300.
Hands4Hope 
Crafts4Critters 
at Oak Ridge 
High School 
raised more 
than $250. 
Lionel, the 
Great Horned 
Owl, came 
along with Judy 
Monestier and 
was a hit.

An Attitude of Gratitude

The future of El Dorado County’s injured and orphaned wildlife is in capable hands, if recent activities of the 
next generation are any indication. Local youth raising money for SWR include the Hands4Hope Club at El 
Dorado High School, which raised $350 for an oudoor enclosure for Raspberry, our new ring-tailed cat am-

bassador animal. The Hands4Hope Club at Oak Ridge High School raised over $250. In addition:

‘Truly thankful’ describes how SWR feels looking back at the initiative of some 
of our youngest wildlife helpers

www.sierrawildliferescue.org
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Tiniest Squirrel Ever
This is Skye, a baby squirrel, who 
came in on her first day of life. She 
was found with her body stuck 
to the pavement and the rescuer 
had to pour warm water on her to 
release her skin. Note: SWR can 
only use fleece (not woven fabrics 
or terrycloth) for wrapping babies, 
bedding, and hammocks. Squirrels 
chew on everything so we always 
have a need for donations of more 
of this material!

REHABBER TALES

Where would we be without all our wonderful rehabbers? Here’s a look at some 
of our recent success stories

Orphaned Bobcats
Each of these three cubs arrived 
as an orphan from different areas. 
When it comes to rehabbing bob-
cats, it is very important that they 
are not brought into care as singles. 
They are prone to “imprinting” on 
humans and the chance of them be-
coming nonreleasable is very high.
 SWR  networks with other wild-
life organizations and the California 
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, working 
together to” buddy up” bobcat cubs. 
This will increase the chances for 
them to be released. All bobcats are 
released into their home territories.

Lucky Charm
Charm was the weakest member of set of fawn triplets that a caller saw 
born in her horse pasture—she couldn’t walk at all as she had been twisted 
up inside mom. Under the care of fawn rehabber Dave Cook, Charm was fit-
ted with a brace designed for whippets and obtained by Dr. Marsha Birdsall. 
The little fawn completely recovered and was later released to the wild. 
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A Watery Beginning
After SWR received a call about a 
mama opossum with babies stuck 
in a clay pot full of water, Opossum 
Team Co-leads Deb McDonald and 
Stacy Smith headed over to find 
several joeys already deceased and 
three clinging to the mother’s head, 
just above water. They rushed 
everyone home to start triage in  
hopes of reattaching them to teets 
inside the mother’s pouch (always 
the best-case scenario, since her 
milk would be very hard to recreate 
and chemically changes 13 times 
during the nursing period), but she 
passed within a few hours as did 
one of the surviving babies.
 Just two girls—now named 
Hazy and Aqua—were left, weigh-
ing in at a still slightly embryonic 
18 and 20 grams and not offering 
much hope for survival, especially 
since both became very sick with 
respiratory pneumonia and strug-
gled to take every breath. Deb 
held them in an upright position 
throughout every night for about 
a month to help them 
breathe more easily
  Thanks to a 
nebulizer supplied by 
SWR’s volunteer veterinarian Dr. 
Marsha Birdsall, their pneumonia 
went away. But then Hazy suf-
fered seizures that continued to 
get worse and she passed, leaving 
Aqua a singleton.

 But Aqua continued to grow 
and thrive. Deb placed JB, a slight-
ly larger male with severe head 
injuries and blindness, in with her 
to see if they would get along. Aqua 
immediately took to her new friend 
and started licking his wounds, 
and Deb believes this helped him 
heal twice as fast. Eventually she 
moved them into a much larger 
cage “and Aqua became JB’s eyes 
and they became best buds,” she 
says. “Opossums need a buddy to 

thrive when they are growing up.” 
Aqua also helped JB become more 
independent. 
 But then JB began to show 
signs of neurological stress and 
Deb found Aqua sitting next to his 
lifeless body hiccupping (a sign 
of nervousness or upset). “Poor 
Aqua was alone once again as she 
continued to grow and be a little 
warrior,” notes Deb.
 Fortunately, another rehabber 
had a couple of little joeys who 
were a bit younger and while plac-
ing all of them together was “a little 
touch-and-go at first,” now they are 
best of friends. Aqua went from 20 
grams and severe pneumonia to 
over 500 grams and “living like a 
champ!”

Team Effort
Some time back, SWR received a 
call from Tri County Wildlife Care 
in Jackson—a mama opossum had 
been struck and killed by a car with 
13 joeys alive in her pouch. “At the 
time, Tri County didn’t have enough 
hands to start the tube feeding 
process and called us to see if 
we could take them in,” recalls 
Deb McDonald, Opossum Team 
Co-lead. “Of course we said ‘YES, 
PLEASE!’”  

 She, Director of Mammal 
Care Jill Tripoli, and Judy 
Monestier met at the center, 
split the babies up three 

ways “and it was on and crackin.’” 
The joeys ranged from 25–29 
grams—a challenging age because 
they were still developing inside 
and out and needed their feed 
tubes pushed all the way to their 
tummies. And they had to be fed 
every three hours around the clock 
for the first few weeks.
 Fast forward a few months. 
Three of the babies died, unfortu-
nately, but that still left nine healthy 
boys and one girl, all ready to be 
placed into an outdoor enclosure 
to get them “wild up” and make 
certain they could all eat, climb, 
and move around in a healthy man-
ner. Jill noticed the female was not 
thriving and climbing like the others 
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Thanks to donations and the 
many hours and efforts of 

volunteers, we were able to dis-
assemble and move two squirrel 
enclosures to new locations and 
build two new enclosures, one for 
squirrels and the other for opos-
sums. Working on the squirrel 
cage disassembly/build project 
were Bob Buckles, Carlos Navarre-
te, Dave Gilstrap, Deb McDonald, 
Jeremy Monson, Ken Plunk, Linda 

A Big
Shout-Out
To Our Hard-
Working 
Volunteers!

Mueller, Tom King, Ted Wilson, and 
Todd Martin 
 Building the new opossum cage 
were Paul Farris, Dave Gilstrap, Tom 
King, Jeff Lee, John Malick, Deb 
McDonald, Deanna and Ken Plunk, 
and Teri and Bill Smith.
 These cages allow us to safely 
care for the animals in their final 
rehabilitation stage before their re-
lease back to their natural habitat. 

and asked if Deb wanted to take her 
on and see if the team could figure 
out what was hindering “Lil Diddy”.
 After a trip to the vet and 
x-rays, Dr. Ginny Carlson, who has 
worked with SWR for many years, 
found both hip growth plates were 
crushed. which meant Diddy would 
not be able to climb or run away 
quickly from prey, making her non-
releasable. Deb took her home and 
kept her on  cage rest for about six 
weeks until her hip injuries fused.
 She’s now happy to report that 
“Lil Diddy is the sweetest 8-pound 
opossum who is super close to 
being permitted to be our first mar-
supial mammal ambassador! Due 
to Covid and the screeching halt to 
getting normal day-to-day things 
done, our permit process has taken 
extordinarly long and she is now 

two years of age—an old lady!”
 Deb thinks the moral of this 
success story is that but for dedicat-
ed volunteers and generous donors, 
SWR would not have had the funds, 
medications, and special food for 
the little opossum. Once Lil Diddy 
receives her permit, she and her 
human helpers can go out to edu-
cate our community on the many 
benefits and unique contributions 
opossums make to our world.

A Bird in Good Hands
This baby green heron came in with 
an injured leg and SWR’s waterfowl 
rehabber, Stephanie Stewart, took 
him (her?) into her good care at 
her rehab facility, Skywater Rescue 
Ranch & Sanctuary. Though green 
herons are fairly common, their 
population has suffered a cumu-
lative decline of 51% since 1966 
and they are on the list of Common 
Birds in Steep Decline, likely due to 
loss of habitat. To read more about 
green herons: www.allaboutbirds. 
org/guide/Green_Heron/id 

Squirrel cage disassembly crew

A new squirrel cage

REHABBER TALES
continued from previous page
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A new squirrel cage

The Folsom Harley Owners’ Group selected SWR as charity of choice 
for its annual Poker Run on March 19. The motorcyclists’ ride mapped 

out destinations to draw a playing card and return to the Harley Dealer-
ship for a lunch and raffle prizes. The fundraiser resulted in a donation of 
over $2,000, for which we are extremely grateful. 

Harley Owners Raise Funds for SWR

A bit of cleaning, fresh paint, and reorga-
nizing of the front office surprised many 
of our returning volunteers!

We’ve Spiffed Up 
The Center!

Our new opoissum 
cage was made possi-
ble by a generous grant 
of $7,500 from the 
Latrobe Fund.
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 By Catherine Raven

BOOK REVIEW

©2021 Spiegel & Grau, 286 pages 

FOX & I: 

Book review by Julie Olson

After earning her doctorate in biology from 
Montana State University, Catherine Raven 
bought a large parcel of land on the eastern 

front of the Rocky Mountains in order to 
live away from civilization and close to na-
ture. It was there, in a sparsely inhabited 
valley sliced by the Yellowstone River, that 
she developed a serendipitous friendship 
with a wild red fox.
 “Many foxes had visited before him,” 
tells Raven. “All of them remained furtive. 
Against all odds and over several months, 
Fox and I created a relationship by care-
fully navigating a series of sundry and 
haphazard events.”
 By the time the book begins, Fox has 
become a regular visitor, arriving near Ra-
ven’s doorstep at the same time every af-
ternoon and curling up a mere two meters from where 
she sat. Raven would hold his attention by reading 
aloud or playing show-and-tell with gathered objects. 
“Reading to Fox mattered,” she explains, “because of 
pauses and eye contact. Our actions, not our words, 
built our trust in each other, and we based our relation-
ship on shared activities, not dialogue.”
 Interwoven with the tale of Fox is Raven’s person-
al story—her deep-seated need for wildness and the 
sacrifices she made to fulfill that need. “Those of us 
who have barnacled ourselves to inhospitable places,” 
she writes, “may be trying to avoid people not be-
cause we do not like people, but because we love the 
things that people destroyed. Wild things. Horizons.” 
An even larger theme within the book is humankind’s 
continuously evolving relationship with wild animals. 
In addressing this subject, Raven draws upon her broad 
knowledge of botany, zoology, and general biology; her 
personal experiences as a national park ranger, back-
country guide, and part-time college professor; and 

An Uncommon Friendship

historical examples of humans’ careless and often cruel 
stewardship of wildlife, including foxes. She frequently 
makes her points with allegorical references to some 
of her favorite books, most notably The Little Prince 
and Moby Dick. Among her comments regarding the 

latter is the following: “Like me, Ishmael 
thinks that dividing the world into humans 
and nonhumans is irrational; instead he 
believes that all members of the animal 
kingdom – including humans – fall into one 
of two categories, wild and domestic, with 
some humans falling into one category and 
some the other.”
 Raven also shares some of her own 
philosophies regarding the schism be-
tween people and animals: “We draw 
minute distinctions between individual 
people – the way they look and how they 
act. When it comes to nonhuman animals, 
we tend to generalize because too often 

they all look, sound, and act alike to us.” Certainly, Fox’s 
unusually outgoing nature—even though it was limited 
to Raven—makes a convincing argument that wild an-
imals do have individual personalities. “I live in a harsh 
land; wind, drought, and extreme temperatures keep 
me humble. Maybe that’s one reason I empathized 
with Fox and recognized him as an individual, not as a 
generic fox.” Perhaps to help readers share that empa-
thy, Raven occasionally switches perspective from first 
person to third person—showing the world through 
Fox’s eyes (or at least how she imagines it to be).
 This is a beautifully written book, filled with el-
oquent and informative descriptions of various flora 
and fauna in Fox’s world. Fundamentally though, it is a 
moving story of one woman’s life-altering connection 
with a completely wild animal. “We had very different 
personalities, the fox and I,” admits Raven. “Despite 
those differences, we both worshiped the heat of the 
sun and the light of the moon. You will never convince 
me you need more than that to forge a friendship.”
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of Sierra Wildlife Rescue is the 
preservation of El Dorado County’s wildlife, which we 
work to achieve in two ways: First, we rehabilitate 
and release injured and orphaned wild animals. 
Second, we educate the public about living with 
wildlife and respecting its habitat. Each of these is 
important to the long-term health and well-being of 
our area’s wildlife.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers:
 Debbie Buckles, President l Pam Watson, Vice President
 Judy Monestier, Treasurer l Peg Campbell, Secretary
Board Members
 Kristi Schroeder, Director of Avian Care l Jill Tripoli,   
 Director of Mammal Care l Gail Crawford
 Deb McDonald l Denise Pane l Lisa Seto l Joan Winton

SWR BOARD MEETINGS
Held the second Tuesday of the month at 7pm). The meet-
ings are open to the public and are currently being held on 
the Zoom platform. If you wish to join a meeting, contact 
Debbie Buckles at debbiebuckles@sbcglobal.net to be 
added to the attendance list.

Mikayla Smith
“I accepted this position at SWR because I have an extreme love for animals. I love working with them 
and wanted to get more hands-on experience with wildlife rehabilitation. What I love most about 
working at SWR is the sense of joy after rehabilitating a bird that comes in and releasing it back into its 
natural habitat. It’s both satisfying and rewarding being able to send the bird to a flight cage after pro-
viding it with the care it needs to succeed and thrive. Working at SWR has been an amazing experience 
and I will value the leadership skills, medical skills, and rehabilitations skills I have learned over the past 
two years. I am also thankful for friendships I’ve made at the center and adorable baby birds I’ve had the 
opportunity to care for. “

Alex Murphy
“When I found out about the intern program at Sierra Wildlife Rescue, I was elated. I have been study-
ing wildlife in other parts of the world (mostly fish) and I realized there was a huge gap in my knowledge 
of native wildlife so this was a wonderful opportunity to expand on that knowledge hands-on. The best 
part of being here actually wasn’t all about the birds but watching my coworkers hone their skills and 
learning alongside these passionate people. And as the bird season comes to an end I know I’m going 
to be leaving with skills that’ll be transferable not only in my future in animal handling but also as an 
individual.”

Becka _____________
“I accepted the position at SWR because it was the perfect way to gain experience in the field while still 
being able to make an impact on the community. I love the people involved in the rescue and the job has 
helped me gain a tremendous amount of knowledge moving forward.”

Natalynn Browning 
“I accepted this position because I’ve always wanted to work with wildlife and to increase my knowl-
edge of our local bird species. I love all the people that come together to make this work, everyone has 
such a big heart and they care so much for all the birds! From this experience I’ll take a deeper respect 
for nature and a more curious eye for wildlife and their personalities/behaviors.”

And Now, a Word from Our Interns

Sierra Wildlife Rescue’s summer interns play a vital role in providing care for birds at our Baby Bird 
Nursery each season; this year, we were fortunate to have four of them. Our interns are typically college 
students who are studying animal-related subjects or considering a career in the animal care field. We 

asked them to say a few words about their recent experience:
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There are many ways you can help SWR achieve its goals of rescuing and 
rehabilitating injured and orphaned wildlife in El Dorado County:

•  Become a home rehabber, feed baby birds at our Wildlife Center in the 
summer, or help transport animals from rescuers to rehabbers. For info, 
please call us or check out our website (below)
•  Become a member and/or donate to SWR through our website .
• Contact your attorney, tax adviser, or financial planner to discuss ways you 
can help SWR in your estate planning
• Donate your Rewards Points from Holiday Market to us, set your Amazon 
Smile account to donate to us, or view our much-needed items in our Amazon 
and Chewy wish lists
• Attend a fundraiser for SWR (once we can get back to in-person events!)
• And here’s a new way—through Cars2Charity. Here’s a quick overview of 
how it works: A person who wants to donate a car, boat, truck, tractor...any kind 
of vehicle, contacts Cars2Charity and specifies/requests the donation to go 
to SWR. Cars2Charity sets up the tow, paperwork, and when all the details of 
donating the vehicle are complete, Cars2Charity takes out their expenses and 
sends us the balance. To get started, go to www.cars2charities.org/give/
sierra-wildlife-rescue-car-donations

Here’s How YOU Can Help

www.sierrawildliferescue.org   •  530-621-2650


