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The Final Step

rphaned or injured animals
coming into SWR for rehab
may be kept for weeks or
months, depending on their species,

How rehabilitated animals are returned
to life in the wild

and the wild instincts they display,
they will be able to successfully fend
for themselves.
Release procedures vary for
different species. Most flighted
birds, including songbirds, corvids
and others, go from indoor cages
as fledglings to very large outdoor

Animals are released
only when we are certain
that they will be able to
successfully fend
for themselves.
This young barn owl is being released in a
vineyard at the request of the owners.

age at intake, medical problems,
general health, and other parameters. However, the final goal of
rehabbing—where they receive
excellent medical care, abundant
and nutritious foods, appropriate
housing, and careful evaluation
as to their overall health and welfare—is to release healthy juvenile
or adult animals back to the wild.
Animals are released only when we
are certain that, because of their appropriate age and healthy condition,

flight cages, or mews for raptors, for
some time, where they are evaluated
for the ability to find and catch their
own food and to fly perfectly before
being released, usually back to the
territory where they were rescued.
Some raptors, at the request of farmers and growers, have been released
into vineyards or other agricultural
areas where they are sure to have
abundant prey and, incidentally,
help keep down rodent and other
destructive populations. Juvenile
or mature waterfowl are, of course,
released close to lakes or ponds, and
young, orphaned ducklings or goslings, fortunately, are often able to

be united with a surrogate mother.
Water birds, such as gulls, egrets and
herons, are released near streams,
rivers or wetlands.
After several weeks or months
indoors, juvenile tree squirrels (such
as Western grays and Eastern fox
squirrels) are moved at about 12
weeks to a large, outdoor, woodand-wire “pre-release cage,” sited on
one of our rehabber’s heavily-treed
property and equipped with warm

Western gray squirrel juveniles venture out of
their pre-release cage to explore a nearby tree.

nest boxes and natural habitat.
They are fed, watered and observed
daily and, after 3-4 weeks, are given
what we call a “soft release.” A small
door in the cage is opened, and the
continued on next page

SIERRA WILDLIFE RESCUE’S MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of SWR is the preservation of El Dorado County’s wildlife, which we work to achieve in two ways:
First, we rehabilitate and release injured and orphaned wild animals. Second, we educate the public about living with wildlife
and respecting its habitat. Each of these is important to the long-term health and well-being of our area’s wildlife.

FA L L / W INT ER 2 0 1 5 • 1

The Final Step
continued from previous page
squirrels are allowed to come and
go, use their nest boxes, and continue to be fed daily for a couple of
weeks. The pre-release cage process
allows them to become familiar
with larger spaces and the outdoors,
while still providing sanctuary, and
gives them time to build their nests.
Other species of squirrels, such as
chipmunks and ground squirrels, are
released using different procedures.

large parcels of land arranged for
by SWR with local cattle ranchers
or other large landowners, as far

One of four newly- released fox juveniles
scampers off to explore his new home. Another
swam across a pond to go off on his own!

Fawns are released back to the wild in the fall.

Rehabbers build ground squirrels a simulated
burrow with tunnel, for warmth and safety,
while the squirrels are building their own.

Ground squirrels, which live
in large groups in long burrows up
to 200 feet in length, are released
by building them a large burrow of
earth, in which a nest box and food
are placed, with PVC “simulated
tunnels” to the surface provided.
This allows them the several weeks
they need to build their intricate
burrows, while having a safe place to
sleep, eat, and hide from predators.
As they mature, fawns are
grouped together into one or more
“herds” of 6–12 fawns. At about four
to five months, they are released on

as possible from human development. We are also sometimes able to
release single, healthy older fawns
back to where they came from, if we
can find their mother and extended
family. Many younger, healthy fawns
are also reunited with their mothers
as soon as possible after they have
been found by a rescuer.
After being in large outdoor
pens for several months, raccoons,
possums, skunks, coyotes, foxes,
bobcats and similar animals are released in a “hard release” procedure,
in large areas of canyons, forests,
and brush, their natural habitat, and
close to water sources. Rabbits are
also released into natural habitat, in
large grassy meadows with heavy
brush, logs and other cover.
The animals’ natural habits, such
as the time of day they are most
active, is also considered—skunks,
being semi-nocturnal (or crepuscular) are released in the early evening;
squirrels, which are diurnal (active

only during the day), are released in
the early morning. All animals that
are hard-released are taken as far
from human habitation as possible.
Successful release of an animal is
a thrill for any rehabber and provides
a strong feeling of accomplishment,
but also a tiny pull at the heart
strings, for we have loved, nurtured,
and overseen the animal’s welfare
for weeks or months. But our most
important role is to ensure that they
are well-equipped to return to the
wild, to live out their lives in the
freedom they deserve.

Many Thanks to the
Merci’s Friends Fund for
Its Donation

S

WR was pleased this year to
once again receive a generous
grant from the Merci’s Friends Fund
(Mary Lynn and Gary Carlton) at
the El Dorado Community
Foundation, in memory of their beloved dog, Merci. The Fund’s support
has been extremely helpful in providing for the welfare of our orphaned
and injured animals in rehab.

YOU CAN HELP EL DORADO COUNTY WILDLIFE!
Sierra Wildlife Rescue is an all-volunteer organization supported primarily by memberships and donated
funds and materials. Please mail your tax-deductible donation to P.O. Box 2127, Placerville, CA
95667. To donate supplies or become a member, volunteer or rehabber, call 530-621-4661.
2 • PAW P R I N T

REHABBERS’ TALES

Eppie’s Tale
T

he call came in about
9:00 at night—a baby
jackrabbit had been caught
by a cat. Luckily the rescuer,
who is also a member of
SWR, didn’t live too far away
and was willing to meet
me halfway. The baby jack
was only a couple of days
old and weighed less than

It took time,
effort, and
veterinary expertise,
but this lucky little
bunny survived what
could have been a
lethal wound.
4 ounces. The left front leg
had a degloving injury—the
skin was torn away from the
elbow to the beginning of
the toes. Degloving injuries
can be severe and result in
the animal becoming septic,
often followed by death.
In this case, while the
entire leg was exposed,
the skin was still mostly
intact, and I could stretch
it to meet just under the
elbow. I treated the bunny
for shock and started him
on antibiotics to fight
infection. The wound had a
lot of dirt and debris in it, so
I flushed that out, applied
an antibiotic cream to the
entire leg and bandaged
it. The wound needed to
remain moist, so that the
skin and underlying tissues
wouldn’t dry out and die.
The next morning I took

the bunny (who we called
“Eppie”) to Companion
Animal Hospital in Cameron
Park to evaluate the wound.
They were booked solid,
but Dr. McCarty was willing
to do surgery during her
lunch hour to rejoin the
skin on the bunny’s leg with
stitches. It was iffy, because
rabbits have very fragile
skin which tears easily. The
surgery went well, but the
concern was that he might
get an infection, the skin
wouldn’t be viable and
the blood vessels wouldn’t
regrow. There was some
swelling on the leg and
foot, so I applied warm
damp compresses to the
leg several times a day and
did some gentle massage
to keep the blood flowing.
After a couple of days, the
swelling in the leg went
down and the bunny began
eating well.
A week later, I took
him in for a recheck, and
Dr. Felton, co-owner of the
clinic, found a little bit of
an infection starting on the
underside of the elbow,
so she had me switch to
a different antibiotic. The
next night, about half of
the stitches had either been
chewed out or the bunny’s
skin had torn more. (Wild
animals are difficult to treat,
since they often chew out
sutures. We have even tried
E-collars on them, but they
don’t always tolerate them
well.) I continued applying
warm, damp compresses

Eppie was released back to the wild in great jackrabbit territory.

and ointment to the
wound, and the bunny was
doing better. Then, five days
later, the rest of the stitches
were gone. Luckily, the
wound had healed enough
so that there was only a
small section of the wound
exposed. Back for another
vet visit, and Dr. Felton
removed the remaining
suture material in the leg.
Eppie’s treatment
continued, with antibiotics,
warm, damp compresses
and ointment on the
wound, and the injury
ended up healing
beautifully. He was now

able to be with another
young rabbit as a cage
mate. His fur slowly started
growing back in, just a little
lighter in color than normal.
After about six weeks, the
bunny was getting very
large and was anxious to be
out in the wild, so he and
his cage mate were released
together, leaping happily
through the meadow, and I
breathed a sigh of relief.
—Lisa Stewart

more Rehabbers’ Tales on
following pages
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Red-Shouldered Hawk
Badly Injured in Shooting		

O

ne day this past summer,
sive surgery. (Almost all of
volunteers received a redSWR’s funding goes directly
shouldered hawk at the Baby
to the care of our animals in
Bird Nursery. The rescuer had
rehab.)
seen it standing in her lawn
For two days, we fed the
sprinkler, which she thought
hawk plenty of food and
was unusual. Thinking quickly,
administered antibiotics. He
she wrapped the bird in a
was difficult to medicate,
blanket, and brought him to
since he was feeling better
the BBN.
and had sharp talons we
The nursery volunteers
had to avoid! He also made
took the one-year-old raptor
it clear that he was not
to veterinarian Jeanne Smith,
happy being confined to
one of our most supportive
the small crate. On the third
vets and a bird specialist.
day, he was taken in for his
Upon examination, she found
surgery, which he survived
he was emaciated and dehywith flying colors! The hawk
drated, and also discovered a
was then transferred to the
perfect, round hole under his
home of our BBN manager,
wing which turned out to be
Pam Corron, for a few days to
from a bullet—someone had
recover, and then to Raptor
shot the beautiful hawk. He
Team Leader Vivian Gaddie’s
had apparently been injured
small flight cage, where he
for about a week, so the wing
stayed for a couple of weeks
was already healing crookedly,
to heal further. We were
The red-shouldered hawk was gently-treated by BBN volunteers.
and the wound was infected.
unsure whether he would
Dr. Smith said she thought she
heal completely and be able
could repair it surgically, once he was in better condition. to return to the wild and, if not, were prepared to request
She advised taking him back to the BBN and feeding
that he be licensed as an education bird.
him as much as he would eat. We drove back to our WildAfter he was put in Vivian’s large flight cage for about
life Center, put him in a small crate (to keep him relatively a month and thrived—flying well and finding and catchimmobile), in a warm, low-lit, quiet place, and gave him
ing his food—we knew our worries had been unfounded.
several mice, which he ate immediately. We bandaged his In August, Vivian transported him back to where he had
wing, and continued to give him antibiotics. Although we been found and released him. The rehabbing of our
had no guarantee that the hawk would be releasable, or
critically-injured red-shouldered hawk had been a great
even survive the operation, it was worth a try, and more
success!
experienced raptor rehabbers approved the fairly expen- 						—Cheri Sinclair
It is illegal in California to shoot or otherwise harm any songbird, raptor, threatened or endangered species,
or non-game animal, and those who do will be arrested and may be prosecuted or severely fined. If you witness anyone shooting birds or animals you can make a difference. Call 1-888 DFG-CALTIP (888-334-2258),
24 hours a day, seven days a week. You do not have to give your name. An investigation will be undertaken
by the local office of DFW. If the information you supply results in an arrest, you are eligible for a reward of
up to $1,000.
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Quick-Thinking Firefighters and
SWR Save Injured Fawn

I

t was a hot summer
afternoon in mid-June,
and someone on acreage
in Cameron Park was doing
just what we’re warned not
to do during fire season:
He was mowing tall, dry
weeds with a tractor when
the blades hit a rock and
the sparks ignited a grass
fire. The fire department
was able to put out the fire
before it consumed houses
nearby, but a 4-week-old
fawn hiding in the weeds
almost became a piece of
toast.
El Dorado Hills firefighter Luke Bohanan saw the
fawn and chased after him
to rescue him, but the fawn,
probably startled by both
the fire and the fire trucks,
raced around the scene and
fell into an empty swimming pool. Other firefighters helped get the fawn out
of the pool, but he ran off
and into some wire fencing, becoming tangled in
it, where Luke was able
to capture him. He dosed
the fawn with a bucket of
water, since he thought
he appeared dehydrated,
which may have been helpful in preventing a serious
case of capture myopathy
(a complex medical condition typically caused by
heated overexertion that
results in damage to the
major muscles and sometimes leads to a fatal heart
attack).
Sierra Wildlife Rescue
was called, and Panadda

where she
between his toes—the last
Cook
and
Dave
hurdle, which a daily “pedipicked
continued cure” cleared up.
up the
to give him
Through all his treatfawn (who
his medical ments, Smokey was very
by then
care.
stoic. Since he was at
had been
A mass
Joanne’s facility for an exnamed
which had
tended period, he acted as
“Smokey”
developed a “surrogate older brother,”
by the fireat his navel greeting new fawns comfighters),
was sucing in and welcoming them
and took
cessfully
to his favorite corner. He
him to the
treated, but still maintained his obviShingle
his continous yearning to get back
Springs
ued digesoutside the enclosure and
Vet Clinic,
Firefighter Luke Bohanan and a friend
tive
issues
run wild again, but was safe
where exwet down the hot little fawn.
were more and well cared for while he
perienced
persistent. His rear hoof also healed.
fawn rehabber Dave Cook
became infected, an unexOnce he completely
was already waiting. Dr.
pected problem but treatrecovered from all of his
Burtis and Dave examined
able. At last his digestion
injuries, he was transferred
Smokey and determined
was
normal,
his
limp
now
in August to a big enclosure
that he had a burned and
only a muscular problem
at Fawn Team Leader Marty
swollen front foot from
that would strengthen over Owen’s place, where he
stepping on hot embers,
time. It was then that his
continued to thrive. Smokey
and was possibly suffering
healing
was
interrupted
by
was released back to the
from smoke inhalation. All
a mysterious front leg limp.
wild in September in a herd
of this action was reported
Exams showed no damage
with other fawns his age.
on Good Morning America
		—Dave Cook, with
the next morning, as well as or foreign objects, until we
discovered
that
the
initial
Joanne Prior and
on Sacramento’s Channel 10
burn had plugged a gland
		 Marty Owen
and other media, and a star
was born!
We hoped that Smokey
might recover within a few
days and be returned to
his mom and home (which
SWR is able to do with many
lost fawns), but he showed
signs that his injuries, including a sprained hip and
others, probably due to the
dive into the empty pool,
might take longer to heal
than initially anticipated.
Smokey spent the next several weeks at fawn rehabSmokey, safe at last and resting in his favorite corner.
ber Joanne Pryor’s place,
FA
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The Phantom Weasel
O

h Boy! (my niece
Sarah’s favorite exclamation.) The fabled blinking red light of my voicemail heralded the onset of
my most unusual wildlife
rescue to date. Stephanie,
a Cameron Park resident
on a group hike at Point
Reyes National Seashore,
had gathered up what she
thought was a baby weasel,
eyes closed, crying in the
middle of the trail and not
moving as she approached
it. It was now bundled up
and in her pocket, getting warm. What to do???
I gave her a call back and
referred her to several
wildlife rescue groups in
that area, with the caveat
to give me a call back if she
had no success connecting.
Sure enough, later that day,
Stephanie called, no success, would I take it in? Oh
Boy, my first weasel baby!
Speed research, looking
for rehabilitation and weasel
natural history, commenced.
Here’s what I found:
u Not much info on rehabilitation, they rarely come
into rehab
u Long-tailed weasel
present in most of California, though rarely seen
u Born midsummer,
naked and eyes closed,
weighing about 3 grams
u Live in most areas,
though not dense forests
or desert
u Eyes open and wean at
about 5 weeks of age (praying it’s weaned!)
u Start eating meat
brought by mother before
66 •• PAW
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their eyes even open (yikes!)
Live in burrows, cavities
of logs, take over den of prey
u All about hunting, primarily live prey, sometimes
3–4 times larger than themselves; some berries during
summer
u Very aggressive in defense of territory, stalk prey
using sight, sound, scent
Stephanie and I met
at our designated rendezvous point, and she gently
removed a bundle of fur
from her pocket. Yep, it was
a weasel baby. I placed the
baby in my basket in the pile
of warm blankets and we
headed home.
She was much smaller
than I had envisioned; I
figured she was about five
weeks old. I gave her clear
liquids with a syringe and
special nipple and, when finished, she promptly tweaked
her head and gave me a nip,
hence the name “Nipper.”
I heated up a small saucer
of wet cat food, which she
devoured. Okay, I thought,
I just need to support her
with food and natural habitat
while she grows enough to
be released.
The next day, she went
into a small wire cage with
all the fixings, including a
piece of PVC pipe and lots
of branches and leaves for
her to hide in and, for the
next few days, all was good
—she was eating her food
every night. I knew that she
would be all about trying
to escape, so was satisfied
that, as long as she was
eating, I wouldn’t try to
u

Little Nipper was given a pipe as a “burrow” in her cage.

handle her, or even try to
see her—she stayed out of
sight. Then, one morning,
her food was still there.
Darn it! I slowly removed
all her hiding places in the
cage—no Nipper. Then I
branched out to search the
entire garage, including a
bale of hay I took apart in
tiny bunches. No luck! She
was loose in the garage,
seriously!
Trapping maneuvers
commenced. Nothing
worked, even after the
purchase of several successively smaller live traps.
Her food would be gone in
the morning, but the traps
weren’t triggered; she was
a very smart little weasel.
My anxiety level and grey
hair production were in
full overdrive. How was I
going to capture her to get
her back to Point Reyes for
release? My trap especially
sized for weasels finally
arrived, and Stephanie was
available to take her back. I
set the trap up, put her food
in the back of it, and went
to bed with the full expectation I’d have her in the
morning.
Oh no, the food was still
there when I went down
at 5:00 in the morning. I let
Stephanie know we were
a “no go,” and got busy
preparing food for my other

animals in rehab.
I decided to try some
warmed up cat food in the
trap, so took that down to
the garage, went to put it in
the trap, and saw that all of
her food was now gone—
unbelievable! As I stood up,
I saw a small movement out
of the corner of my eye at
the end of the PVC pipe in
her original cage. I peeked
inside, and there she was, in
the pipe, along with a stash
of food. I quickly closed the
door. I had her! Now the
mission was to transfer her
to an escape-proof cage I
had readied, all doors ziptied closed except one. I’d
have to block off the ends
of the PVC pipe and move
it into the new cage. After
some maneuvering, mission accomplished. She
rocketed out of the pipe
and immediately was all
over the cage seeking an
escape route, but I knew I
finally had her.
The next morning, I
met Stephanie, and off
they went, Nipper safely in
her cage, hiding in her PVC
pipe for transport. She was
released back in the same
area she was found, with
the pipe as a safe haven
while she sorted out her
new home.
Huge relief!
—Debbie Datilio

Our Supporting Veterinarians: A Blessing
for SWR’s Animals in Rehab
Part 2

(Part 1 of this article appeared in our Spring/Summer 2015 issue)
needed a few hours to figure it out. The surgery finally
Dr. Lorraine Sellers
involved making an incision in the bottom shell,
Dr. Sellers was one of the very first veterinarians
delicately removing the hook and line, and using epoxy
who volunteered to work with SWR’s animals in
to re-glue the shell. The shell would eventually grow
rehab, and was one of our most supportive vets from
back under the epoxy, but it would
approximately 1994 through 2014,
take at least 3–6 months; in the
when she retired from her career.
meantime, the epoxy would keep the
A continuing salute to
She was a registered nurse before
turtle’s shell intact.
attending UC Davis School of
the local veterinarians
Nan soon released the turtle back
Veterinary Medicine, graduating
and
animal
hospitals
into the lake with a heartfelt wish
in 1985. Dr. Sellers owned her own
for his full recovery, and he swam
who help make our
small animal practice (including
happily away.
exotic animals and birds) for many
success possible…we
years in Hesperia, CA, before
can’t thank you enough!
Dr. Erin L. Felton
coming to El Dorado County, where
Dr. Felton graduated from the
she chose to rotate among several
University of Georgia’s College of
veterinary hospitals over the years,
Veterinary Medicine in 1998. Upon graduation, she
including Mother Lode Pet Emergency, Goldorado,
and her husband Chris returned home to El Dorado
Sierra Animal Hospital, Crossroads, and Pleasant
County, where she practiced in nearby Fair Oaks, El
Valley pet clinics. She wintered in Mulege, Mexico,
Dorado Hills, and Folsom before starting Companion
for many years, running a small clinic from her home
Animal Hospital in Cameron Park. She has a special
there, treating any animal in need that crossed her
interest in service dogs for law enforcement, search
path. She also participated in spay/neuter clinics each
and rescue, therapy, assistance and guide dogs. Dr.
year, helping to control the overpopulation of stray
Felton is the proud mother of two daughters, Madison
dogs in Mexico, and found homes for many of them.
and Katie. The entire Felton family is protected by their
Dr. Sellers was SWR’s Veterinarian of Record for
slobbery Newfoundland, Gracie, and their “vicious”
permitting purposes with the U.S., Fish and Wildlife
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, Woody.
Service (USFW) and the California Department of
Dr. Felton has seen squirrels, rabbits and other
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for numerous years, and
species rehabbed by SWR for several years, and is one
regularly provided medical oversight of the birds in
of our most valued supporting vets. A story about her
rehab in our Baby Bird Nursery.
work with rehabber Lisa Stewart and a badly-injured
Among the many stories about Dr. Sellers’ care
baby jackrabbit they were able to save appears on page
of SWR’s animals, a particular favorite, showing her
willingness to “try anything” to save an animal, is about 3 of this issue.
Dr. Erin McCarty works with Dr. Felton at
a pond turtle rescued by a park ranger at Sly Park Lake
several years ago, who contacted rehabber Nan Powers. Companion Animal Hospital and has assisted us
The turtle had somehow swallowed a fishing hook, with some of our bunnies. She also recently did
a successful surgery on one of our Western gray
along with a short bit of the line, which was dangling
squirrels, amputating the end of its tail, which had
out of his mouth. Dr. Sellers took radiographs of the
turtle’s underside, and discovered the hook had lodged become infected and developed gangrene. The infected
in his esophagus. She admitted she had never removed part was short, so the squirrel still has nearly all of his
continued on next page
a hook from a turtle’s esophagus before, and said she
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Veterinarians
continued from previous page
beautiful—and useful—tail left, and is currently in a
pre-release cage, becoming ready for release.

Mother Lode Emergency Pet Clinic (E-Clinic)
The emergency care provided by the former “E Clinic”
has been absorbed by the Shingle Springs Vet Clinic,
headed by Dr. Dean Bader, but Dr. Heidi Hilleary
and her rotating staff at the E-Clinic provided SWR
rehabbers with excellent support for many years.
It was not unusual for a member of the public, not
necessarily knowing about SWR, to take an injured
wild animal (often hit by a vehicle) to the clinic, since
it was located just off of highway 50. The staff on duty
would immediately administer first aid and also call
an appropriate SWR rehabber. This service worked out
especially well for fawns, since deer are often hit by
cars in the evening, and the E-Clinic was the only vet
clinic open all night. The E-Clinic also
sometimes cared for injured animals
overnight when it was difficult for a
busy rehabber to get them immediately,
a service greatly appreciated.

Foothill Mobile Veterinary Services
Foothill Mobile Veterinary Service is focused on
the treatment of horses, llamas, alpacas, sheep and
goats. The service was established in 1983 by Dr.
David Turoff, immediately following his graduation
from UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine. In
addition to their domestic hoofed patients, several
of the service’s vets, including Dr. Turoff, Dr. Ariel
Menninger, and Dr. Michelle Lee,
have worked with SWR rehabbers for
many years in the care of our injured
or ill fawns.
Fawns are the largest animal that
we rehab and, before the season is
Dr. Vickie Joseph
over each year, rehabbers are working
Born
and
raised
in California, Dr.
with injured fawns that are too big to
Joseph received her DVM degree from
be safely treated at a vet clinic. Dave
the School of Veterinary Medicine at
Cook, an experienced fawn rehabber,
UC Davis in 1983. She attained her
very much appreciates all the vets he
board certification in avian medicine
has worked with for their excellent
and surgery in 1995, and founded
skills, as well as the fact that they will
and co-owns the Bird & Pet Clinic of
come to his home to treat a fawn. In
Roseville. Dr. Joseph is board certified
addition to being a safer approach
in avian medicine and surgery and has
for the people involved, it is also less
more than 20 years of experience in
stressful for the animal.
Dr. Vickie Joseph
treating birds of prey, more than any
One of the more amazing
other veterinarian in Roseville or Placer County. She
recoveries with which the Foothill group assisted
also works at Idexx Veterinary Laboratories as an avian
occurred last summer. A fawn that had come into
consultant for other veterinarians, and oversees the
SWR as a healthy orphan, and was in an isolation
medical needs of the raptors arriving at the nonprofit
cage, was bitten by a rattlesnake. Her head quickly
California Foundation for Birds of Prey.
swelled to the size of a soccer ball and blood was
Several months ago, Raptor Team member Heila
oozing from her eyes. An emergency call to Foothill
Hubbard rescued a turkey vulture from Smith Flat
Mobile got a quick response from Dr. Turoff, who
Road in Placerville. Called “Smith,” the big bird was
brought a dose of antivenin, which saved the day—
nonresponsive, yet did not appear to have a visible
and the fawn. She was taken to the emergency
injury. Heila treated him for dehydration, hand-fed
clinic, where staff monitored her overnight while
him, and monitored his behavior, but he didn’t perk
the drug was given to her intravenously. Their close
up. She decided veterinary treatment was needed, and
monitoring and quick reactions paid off since, at
took him to Dr. Joseph. After thorough testing, Dr.
one point during the night, the fawn began to react
strongly to the antivenin and may have died without a Joseph diagnosed the vulture as having lead poisoning,
timely adjustment. Less than two weeks later, she was 300 times beyond an acceptable level! She prescribed
a lead chelation drug to be administered for several
fully recovered and released with a herd of her new
weeks. His lead levels were then retested, and Smith’s
buddies in the fall.
system was clear of lead. He was transferred to a flight
8 • PAW P R I N T

cage for strength training but, instead
of allowing his rehabbers to release
him, the powerful bird tore open his
cage and “self-released!” Although his
rehabbers missed the joy of watching
the bird flying back into the wild,
they were pleased that he was clearly
healthy enough to be free.
Dr. Lana Linton and
Dr. Taemi Horikawa
Dr. Linton is a 1980 graduate of the
University of Missouri College of
Veterinary Medicine. She practiced
small animal medicine in Las Vegas
for nine years, then returned to UMC,
where she completed a three-year
ophthalmology residency. In 1993,
she established the Animal Eye Center
in Rocklin, CA. Her special interests
include cataract and glaucoma
surgeries. Dr. Linton is board
certified by the American College of
Veterinary Ophthalmologists.
Dr. Linton and Dr. Taemi
Horikawa, also of the Eye Center,
provide treatment not only for
domestic animals but also support
several wildlife rehabilitation groups.
The treatment of an injured eye is
critical to a wild animal’s ability to
cope in the wild, and frequently
requires an expert. The doctors have
helped SWR with eye problems
in raptors, opossums, squirrels,
songbirds, and many other species.
Their evaluation and treatment of
these animals has given our rehabbers
the maximum amount of support
in treating eye injuries and diseases,
allowing for successful healing and
the release of many of them.

Dr. Lana Linton

Dr. Carolyn Standen

Dr. Carolyn Standen
Dr. Karen Jackett
Dr. Standen is a 1982 graduate of
Ohio State University School of
Veterinary Medicine. She is a member of the American
Animal Hospital Association, the California Veterinary
Medical Association and the American Association
of Feline Practitioners. After several years in small-

animal practice, she assisted in
founding The Cat Clinic of Folsom,
and enjoys working in a feline-only
practice. Nine cats share her home,
along with several unusual critters.
She also loves hiking and exploring
new places
In addition to caring for furry
felines, she has treated injured
songbirds and raptors through local
rescue groups, and has assisted SWR
with many wild species, including
raptors, waterfowl, and squirrels. “Dr.
Carol” was also a member of SWR’s
Squirrel Team during 2010–2011 and
rehabbed several squirrel babies.
Dr. Karen Jackett
Dr. Jackett grew up in Orange County
in Southern California. She moved
north to attend college at UC Davis,
where she earned her bachelor’s
degree in 1983, followed by her DVM
degree from the School of Veterinary
Medicine in 1989. Dr. Jackett started
practicing at Pleasant Valley Pet Clinic
in 1991, and purchased the practice
in 2004. When not caring for others’
pets, “Dr. Karen” spends time with
her own extensive menagerie of dogs,
cats, goats, chickens and horses. She
enjoys camping, hiking, kayaking,
trail-riding and showing her horses in
cutting horse competitions.
Dr. Karen, Dr. Kathy Griffin
and other Pleasant Valley vets have
been consulted on several of SWR’s
animals in rehab over the past few
years, including squirrels, foxes, and
opossums.

SWR Board of Directors
2015
President: Debbie Datilio
Vice President: Gail Crawford
Treasurer: Mike Mattox
Secretary: Lauren Peterlin
Member at Large: Michael Damer
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An Amazing New Mews for Our Raptors

E

ducation Team Leader Judy Thompson met
Christopher Sota this past summer, when he
was volunteering at the Baby Bird Nursery.
Christopher, a member of Boy Scout Troop 454,
mentioned that he was looking for a major project
so that he could get his Eagle Scout badge. Since the
Raptor and Education Teams were in need of additional
housing for hawks and owls in rehab, as well as for
educational raptors, Judy quickly suggested the Scouts
build a mews. (The word mews is the old English term
[17th–18th century] for a row of stables with living
quarters above, as well as a building where birds used
for falconry were kept. In England, it is still used for
these structures, and among English-speaking peoples
also for any structure built specifically to house raptors.)
As part of his project, Christopher had to be
involved in all aspects of building the mews. He met
with raptor rehabber Marty Owen (former Educational
Team leader and still an active member of the teams)
at her property in Garden Valley to observe all the
different types of caging and mews that had been
built to house her raptors, as well as researching the
building of various types of the structures on the
Internet. He then presented his project idea to the
troop’s advisors, and it was approved in September.
Christopher gathered other members of the troop,
including Chris Wilson, Michael Yeh, and Keefe Pesko,
to help out. Christopher’s and Michael’s fathers also
volunteered to work with the troop on building the
mews, and Judy and I also pitched in.
For the next two months, the Scouts worked hard
designing and building the 8’ wide by 16’ long by 10’
high structure. The mews was built of heavy-gauge
welded wire, with a plywood floor, and lined with plastic
fencing for the birds’ safety, keeping them from being
stressed from any exposure to other animals or humans
outside the mews. Building the structure in panels
allowed for easy disassembling and moving, if necessary,
to another raptor rehabber’s property in the future.
The boys enjoyed acquiring the hands-on
experience in construction, as well as asking numerous
questions and learning a great deal about rehabilitating
raptors. They did an amazing, very professional job
on the mews, and we are very grateful to them for this
excellent new housing for our raptors!
—Bo Thompson
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The builders and their leaders. Bo Thompson is second from right.

The Scouts became experts at building a large enclosure.

The mews takes shape among the trees.

F

Watch Out for Wildlife This Fall

all can be a dangerous time to be on the roads. As
daylight grows shorter, drivers need to be extra
cautious—not only for little ghouls and goblins on
Halloween, but for deer, raccoons and other wildlife as
well. Experts estimate that up to 1.5 million wildlife-vehicle
collisions occur in the United States every year—and
October and November are top months for these types of
accidents. Over 300 people are killed and 29,000 are injured
in wildlife-vehicle collisions every year in the U.S., and 85%
of deer-motorcycle collisions result in a human fatality.
Roads are also a leading cause of decline for some
species. In fact, 50 percent of all endangered Florida panther
deaths are from vehicle collisions.
This fall, Watch Out for Wildlife by pledging to...
• Drive with caution in wildlife areas and tell your friends
and family to do the same.
• Report wildlife vehicle collisions to wildlife and
transportation agencies.
• Participate in state and local planning and voice your
concern about the negative impacts of roads on wildlife.
				
—Defenders of Wildlife e-News

D

Super Volunteer Danay Nipar

anay has volunteered for
Sierra Wildlife Rescue for the
past three years and has become
skilled at the intake, transportation,
feeding, and emergency care of
fawns and raptors arriving at one
of SWR’s home-based facilities
on Marty Owen’s property. Under
Marty’s instruction, Danay’s
knowledge of protocols and
procedures, and her tireless efforts,
have made her a very effective
addition to our organization. Danay
worked as an intern for the Fawn
Team last year and continued her
internship this year. In addition,
when needed, she continued to
transport and help rehab many
other species.
Danay graduated from Golden
Sierra High School in Garden

Valley in 2014, with the honor
of being in the top ten of her
graduating class. She now attends
the University of California, Santa
Cruz, majoring in ecology and
evolutionary biology, and intends
to double-major in environmental
studies. In addition to working with
Sierra Wildlife Rescue, she attended
a school program known as WES
(Watershed Education Summit),
where she was part of a group
of peers collecting data for the
Forestry Service on the health and
condition of the local water shed.
Danay’s outstanding
performance and commitment
to furthering the goals of Sierra
Wildlife Rescue and wildlife
conservation have always been
evident. Intelligent, energetic and

Marty Owen (left) and Danay Nipar

dedicated, Danay exemplifies
the highest standards of our
organization, and SWR was very
pleased to be able to present her
with a scholarship this year from
the Zoe McCrea Seth’s Funds for
the Future grant.
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Helping Our Squirrels in the Wild

roop 832, based out of Walnut
Creek, lived up to the Boy
Scouts of America’s slogan of
“Do a Good Turn Daily” this year
by generously donating its time
and efforts to build Sierra Wildlife
Rescue additional feeder boxes for
squirrels. These sturdy wooden

Dad Mike Stanton gives the boys some instruction.

boxes can be affixed to a tree or tall
post on someone’s property to supply
acorns, walnuts, pecans, almonds,
and other nuts and seeds, all healthy
and natural foods for squirrels. I am
an active rehabilitator on the SWR
Squirrel Team, and also have a close
relationship with the troop, since
my nephew, Jordan, is a member.
Knowing his Aunt Natalie’s love of
squirrels, he proposed the feeder-box
project to assist newly-released and
other squirrels in the wild.
Once supplies were obtained
with the help of their parents, the
Scouts put on their safety goggles
and went to work under the guidance
and watchful eye of Scout Master
Wayne Ditzel. Being of mixed-aged
patrols, this project really highlighted
the amount of mutual respect and
leadership demonstrated among the
12 • PAW P R I N T

boys, regardless of age or rank.
On the first day of building, the
boys asked how many boxes they
would be making. When they heard
they would be making eight, they
were disappointed and, in a burst
of enthusiasm, responded that they
wanted to make 44! Their leaders
had to lower the boys’ expectations,
and advised that they should try
for a more manageable eight to ten.
The Boy Scouts of America, Walnut
Creek Charter, has taken note of
the teamwork and dedication to the
project and is filming Troop 832’s
project to be used for recruiting.
Troop 832 is still in the process

The Scouts set up a well- functioning assembly line
to build the feeder boxes.

of finishing the boxes by early
November. In the meantime, they
are enjoying all aspects of the boxbuilding process, especially working
with power tools.
Sierra Wildlife Rescue and the
Squirrel Team would like to thank
Troop 832 for its commitment to
helping care for our wildlife and its
very generous donation of time and
hard work! We are looking forward
to supplying more SWR members
with feeders to enable them to
support our wild squirrels.
The boys also learned power tool safety procedures.
—Natalie Kasmarsik
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Cameron Park Lake
Community Clean-up Day

n August 8, Sierra Wildlife
Rescue and Cameron Park
Lake members teamed up
to sponsor a Community CleanUp Day. The clean-up day was
held in an effort to keep the lake
clean and our wildlife safe.
We have had an abundance of
wildlife this year, as always, and
with the drought, the lowered
lake is exposing large amounts
of fishing line and other trash in
which waterfowl are becoming
entangled. Many ducks, geese,
other waterfowl, birds, reptiles,
and mammals have been brought
to SWR over the years entangled
in plastic wrappings of beverage
containers, fishing lines and lures,
cans, other containers, and other
trash, all of which is deadly to
them if not rescued in time.
Amber Ruonavaara spearheaded SWR’s participation. She
also invited Education Teams from
wildlife organizations to attend to
show their educational hawks and
owls, entertainment enjoyed by all.
Snacks and water were provided,
along with cleanup equipment.
On September 19,
Sierra Wildlife
and Cameron Park
Lake members
once again teamed
up for a second
community clean
up at the lake.
Approximately 60
people helped out,
including kids and
adults of all ages.
Wildlife organization Hawks, Honk-

ers and Hoots joined us with its
education birds, giving the kids
a great show and educational
lessons after the clean-up. Participants cleaned up approximately
four large trash bags worth of
garbage.
We would like to thank everyone who came out to help, including the students from Kovars in
Cameron Park, Ponderosa High
School, the local Girl Scouts and
Scouts from as far away as Whitney High school in Rocklin. It is
great to see the younger generation getting involved in such a
worthwhile activity to support
our wildlife.
We would also like to remind
our readers to be sure to clear
all picnic and recreation areas of
any trash before you leave, being
mindful that it can cause injury
and even death to our wild—and
even domestic—animals.
We hope to see many more
participants in this worthwhile
event next year!
—Amber Ruonavaara

Pictured from top:
The amount of trash
collected shows a job
well-done.
Hawks, Honkers
and Hoots brought
its education birds,
including Bolt, the
Peregrine falcon.
People of all ages
came to help.
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Annual Volunteer Picnic
Was Fun for All

WR’s board-sponsored
volunteer picnic at the
Shingle Springs Community Center on September
13 featured short speeches
and presentations, music,
a raffle, loads of hotdogs,
ice cream, potato salad and
cookies, and the opportunity for great conversations.
Volunteers, including our
rehabbers, are so busy with
projects and caring for
animals during the spring
through fall, we don’t get to

Mike Mattox played MC and raffle ticket czar.

Debbie Datilio urged more participation by SWR volunteers and guests.

Gail Crawford presented prizes to lucky
raffle winners.
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visit with as many of our coworkers as often as we’d like,
so this annual event is always
happily anticipated.
Many thanks to the board,
especially to board members
Debbie Datilio, Michael Damer,
Mike Mattox and Gail Crawford, as well as Jamie Hartshorn, Lisa Stewart and Bo
Thompson for contributing so
much to the event.
We hope to see all of
our volunteers at next year’s
picnic!

Bill Taylor on piano and Mike Taylor on guitar provided a musical background.

Judy Thompson (left) and April Nichol catch up on what’s
going on in their lives.

Jamie Hartshorn and Gail Crawford
greeted our guests.

2016 SIERRA WILDLIFE RESCUE CLASS CALENDAR
SWR New Volunteer Orientation
Wednesday, January 20th, 6pm – 8pm

JANUARY

Instructor: Debbie Datilio (location of class to
be announced)

FEBRUARY

SKUNKS
Saturday, February 6th 1pm – 3pm
Instructor: Debbie Datilio

SWR New Volunteer Orientation (repeat)
Saturday, January 23rd, 1pm – 3pm
Instructor: Debbie Datilio (location of class to
be announced)

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION MD &
ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORD
KEEPING–a hands on tutorial for SWR rehabbers
(Bring Your Laptop)

OPOSSUMS
Saturday, February13th, 1pm – 3pm

Saturday, February 20th, 1pm – 3pm
Instructor: Debbie Datilio

Instructor: Debbie Datilio

SQUIRRELS
Saturday, February 27th, 1pm – 3pm
Instructor: Nan Powers

MARCH

RABBITS
Saturday, March 12th, 1pm – 3pm
Instructor: Lisa Stewart

APRIL

FOXES, COYOTES, & BOBCATS
Saturday, April 4th, 1pm – 3pm
Instructor: Judy Monestier

INTRODUCTION TO THE BABY BIRD
NURSERY
Saturday, April 9th, 10am – noon
Tuesday, April 12th, 7pm – 9pm
Saturday, April 23rd, 10am – noon
Tuesday, April 26th, 7pm – 9pm
Instructor: Mike Mattox

MAY
JUNE
JULY

RAPTORS
Wednesday, March 23rd, 7pm – 9pm
Instructor: Vivian Gaddie

DOVES & PIGEONS
Saturday, April 9th 1pm – 3pm
Instructor: Judy Monestier

FAWNS
Thursday, April 14th, 6:30pm – 8:30pm
Instructor: Marty Owens

WATERFOWL & GAMEBIRDS
Thursday, April 21st, 7pm – 9pm
Instructor: Stefanie Stewart

BABY BIRD NURSERY – HANDS-ON TRAINING
Wednesdays, May–July, 5pm. Please contact
Barbara at (530) 621-2650 for more information

FALL CLASSES WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT A LATER DATE

ALL CLASSES WILL BE HELD AT THE SWR WILDLIFE CENTER
(unless otherwise indicated)
3030 Newtown Road
Placerville
CALL (530) 621-2650
for class information/location and to sign up for classes
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SIERRA WILDLIFE RESCUE
3030 Newtown Road
Placerville, California
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 2127
Placerville, CA 95667
530-621-4661
www.sierrawildliferescue.org
“. . .earth’s wildlife as we know it today can only be saved through intensifying the teaching of
individuals and nations the practical, aesthetic and emotional values wildlife represents in our daily
lives and for future generations to come.” 				
—Peter A. Rittler

C

Come join us!

ome enjoy the wonderful fellowship among people who share your concerns about wildlife and
the environment! Sierra Wildlife always needs new home rehabbers for all species. If you would
like to learn more about home rehabbing, would like to feed baby birds at our Wildlife Center in the
summer, or would be available for transporting animals from rescuers to rehabbers, please call us
at 530-621-2650, or check out our website, www.sierrawildliferescue.org. SWR provides training,
licensing, and most supplies. As a home rehabber, you will attend training classes, join a team and work
with an experienced mentor for awhile; someone will always be available to advise and assist you. No
prior experience is necessary—all you need is a concern for wild animals and the willingness to learn.
Rehabbing and returning wild creatures to their natural environment is more exciting and fulfilling than
you can imagine!
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